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. pert, and do the. firſt. works: or | elſe 1 will. 
came unto thee: quickly, and will remove thy 
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y "ERY' wiſhy, wk. as: ein: hae 
e of his people taken occaſion from 
the late dreadful „vhich laid waſt 
the once flouriſhing metropolis of Portugal, 
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. viſited ſo many other countries. with its terrors, 
carneſtly to exhort — command his own ſuhjects to 


humble themſelves before God for their ma- 
nifold fins. and wickedneſſes; in the moſt devout and 
ſolemn manner to offer up their petitions to the divine 
Majeſty for the continuance of he fo forbearance and pro- 
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8 authoritatively to lay hold upon the ſcales of 
divine juſtice, to weigh the crimes of their fellow- 
creatures in a balance, and to direct the thunderbolts of 
heaven * ok to their capricious fancies : yet may 
the dit ſuffering brethren be very ufefully 
held out to us as mirrors, hogs the malignity of fin 
in general (without which there had been no puniſh- 
ment) may be clearly diſcerned. The diſtreſſes of our 
ſuffering brethrempamt om vous, In che moſt lively and 
affecting manner, the inſtability of human life, the un- 


certainty of its beft enjoyments, the vanity of truſting i 8 
riches, and honours,. and power, Neben im 


N of 
pride, and the variety ef = undet which both We 


and our e n ere N e over- 
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| | When we fre, therefore, _ in 1 fad occaſi jon of 
the ſolemnity) che amn ef the Alrighiy 
ſtretched out in wrath, and his judgments falling heavy 
upon ——— mon, or nations In- 
ſtead of enhancing, by our raſn cenſuses and vnjuſtifable 
reproaches, the miſeries of the unhappy ſuſlerers; in- 
Kead of erecting ourſelves into a cruel, *@tbitracy, and 
impious inquiſition into their lives, | ophiibiia, and man- 
ners; let us behold their miſories With! the tendereſt 
eye of pity, conſolation, ant beneffcence, and endea- 
vour to ſanctify their ſorrow to gur ſpiritual advantage 
Inſtead of ſuifering our own wonderful ſcape (in de- 
fiance of the divine admonitions) to harden gur callou; 
hearts yet more and more in our wickedneſs > let us, 

with ſouls full of the moſt grateful thankfulnels, * 
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g ange wn ae "to hurt ns. 
complicated woes of our impoyerith'd, Piltteſted, 
ed ally, Have a natural tendency t6 rufe us from 
"hat lethargy of careleſſneſs, indolence and indiffe Erence 


. wick regard to God and his rehgion,” Which a ſtate. of 
eee Plenty and ſeeurity is too. commonty” : attended 


with let them have their full Weight upon gur 


arvükened confeiences; let iber perſuacde i that the 


Lord alone, he is ; to be revercnced; to. be Jod, tö be 


confided in, and obeyed ; let them effeually conyince 
us; that the fate of Batz8 is in His hands, either to in- 


of to ſtreighten chem, either to drin them low, 
ors lf cem f i * corre ffiall be mos 


or leſs een to his eternal laws of * t 
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the declining ſtate of "morality and reli ih woke 
kingdoms, And to the ſevere which v 
to6\much* reaſon to 0 un confequence 
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ol his p and leave them to darkneſs and doſtrudtion 


OS from the firſt works of chriſtian piety, benevolence 


ambition of pretended By iter to ſpread; the 
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hvered mean erke lu of the Eva an 
Apoſtles; leſtGod in his dif rent, eue 
His ſore E an e remove their candleſtick, out 


lache Grſt place then, that the kingdoms are indeed 


and purity, and that the wer of Te odlineds is, in 
a great meaſure, loſt, amongſt us, i a truth which will be 
as little diſp pue, e ll n of honour, and 4 
vain-glorious thir er the approbation and praiſe 
of the multitude have uſurped the ſacred place of re- 


bgion, are become the prevailing paſſion. of the 
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and have produced 2 an almoſt genera] reer f al. 
8 corruption of manners. 1 F 


For tho! the ee bf thin thai and che 1 vir= 
tous, is a laudable purſuit, and one o the moſt fruit 
ful ſources of uſeful. and commendable actions ;. yet ta 


form our characters upon, and to: direct our conduct 
by, the opinion of the injudicious vul 


gar, is che greateſt 
vanity; and cannot be ſufficiently condemned. If it 
be not the worſt of evils in itſelf, it is, perhaps, the. worth | 
in its effects; it is ever teeming with folly and; miſchief, 
and' attended with an endleſs. train. of vic and. extrava- 
gancies., For not to dwell upon the inconceivable mi 
{cries which. this principle dur occaſioned, by fring che 


of war through the world; we: will. confine our te- 


. to the wickedneſs, and the wretchedneſs. which it 
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bet de ind are taken to make an 
and to outſhine one another in coſtly . lend 


_  equipages, ſtatehy buildings furniture, ſum 
tuous entertainments, and a . pf idle and uſeleſs 55 
. tendants? And as this oſtentatious manner of life uſu- 
eee ne anddraws us into all the in- 
1 ortgages, and abject dependen- 
cies; 2 1 G Scusdke and rg ities attendant upon 
0 — A; cage) ate, moſt amn intro- 
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Thus are our ſatnies: devoured 
"virtue falls a ſacrifice to 3 Thus 18 benevo- 
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Ihe ſame ſalſe and Fantaſie amid of Gring att 
peoples admiration and applauſe, rather than forvthe. 


ſubſtantial concerns af e our families, or our 


country, has melted us down. into an univerſab eſſemi- 
nacy, and introduced a general affectation of niceneſi 


of being above buſineſa, induſtry,” and 


agcenomy, and of being good for: nothing; but to 
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age. 


> and. whole ornaments of nobility, which are ſo 


16:6). 
underſtand the ceremonial. of faſhionable 
if a ſhewy and glittering outſide. were an argument of 

- finer, clay and compoſition than the reſt of — 


aimed at, were a diſpenſation rom the laboürs of life, 

and the ſervice of our generation. Nor will the riſing a 
age afford us a more agreeable proſpect, if we oonſider 

the. faſhionable ways of education; if we teflect upon 

the indulgence of parents, the remiſſneſa of tutoĩs, and 
the ill . of each; if we may fotm dur judg- 
ments by the ideas of vanity, with th which tender minds 
are ſeaſoned from their infancy, the pernicious notions 
and maxims, with which they are tainted in their 
youth, together with the lewd, prophane, and im- 
pious diſcourſes, which nu conſtantly dee, W 4 


vance to manhood. . 
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i ene It is God's own declaration, — . — 
be will guide in N AC, that Ze. will gius grace to 
the Joy. But * proud be rot, ue n afar of; 
that is, he rejects them from his 
them, like abandoned reprobates, to 7 ore and 
their own devices. For ſuch ſcorners are intractable, 
and hate inſtruction, their haughty ſouls: ag above 
counſil or advice, and ſo firmly attached: to the vain 
pomps and pleaſures: of he weld; that 1 
Father cannot be in them. For no man en ſerve two 
maſters; and when once we have ſuffered our affectious 
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They are Hnlified before tend em. 


ee are devoted to the purſuits of luxury 
and ambition, and all theit affections io totally engroi- 


fed by the court made, and incenſe offered:'to wealth: 


and grandeur, to oftentation and che admiration of 
the multitude, that the bers of the croſs are look- 
. ed upon as babblers, ſitters forth of ftrange doctrine; 
1 ine, indeed, to recommend the orna- 
ment of a meek, quiet, and devout ſpirit to the 


name of Chriſt, chat the poor Lazare lying at 

or cleanfing their fireets, e 
eee t with: the ſame price, 
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'carnal: wr rs nt to'be' entertained; ank that be is 
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muſt aſſured means, dy which he can grow-up t the 
manhood of faith and vertu. We e 
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ans, an affectationas it were, of rophani 
day particularly ſet apart for his worſhip. ''T ole who fi: 
perior birth, or riches, or Ration in the world give m, 
as they would fain flatter themſelves, an exemption from 
ſtrictly attending to the laws either of their God, dr their 
country, appear fond of publickly inſulting it, by making 
De Foie | 
or gaming. Others, encouraged by the 1 3 
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Holy writ will warrant us to conclude, that the ee 
Portugueſe, who have fallen the firſt victims of diyibe 
Providence, were ſinners more than the reſt of mankind, 
or more than we ourſelves are. For let" us ſeriouſly 
alk ourſelves upon the prefent folemn' . 
they wilful tranſp ef Gods laws, by offendinf 
againſt their better knowedge in 1 Finftance 
80 are we. Weite they a diffipated' people eee 
indolent, vicious, and over f pleaſure in thin love 
of God? 80 are we. Where they ura fel nd un! 
profitable under the means'of grace, and the many fa- 
vours which had been voiſafed to them from Heaven? 
Are not we ſtill more ungrateful to'the'father of mercies 
and giver of all good gifts,” as we jdſtly boaſt of higher 
favours, and * privileges than any other nation 
© Were thicit opittivns eve ths 
moft i — doctrines common religion falſe 
and abſurd, and their practiſe in conſe of them, im- 
pious, cruel and inhpman? Have we taken due care to ſorm 
to ourſelves Juſt afid true notions of the Deity,” to un- 
derſtand the genuine of Chriſtianity, and to di- 
rect our lives agreeably to What we know and profeſs 
to believe? Is there that „that harmony 
between our faith and our moral conduct, which : 
reaſon” and religion fo' juſtly demand of us, Though 5 

therefore we have ess moſt wonderfully eſcaped 
the arrow that walketh in-darkneſs, and and the peſtilence - 
that wafteth at noon day, yet we know not how ſoon the. 
arm of the Almighty may be ſtretched out us, 
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threatens to overwhelm ud, and will remove the cauſes 
both of our own.infirmity, "and of the ns 's di 
pleaſure, High time, Therefore, ml theta ths 
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into this ſalutary 
world or the N to kara it for a moment. Follow 
not the multitude to do evil; nor be afraid, thro' a falſe 
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12 0 man be diſcouraged in 
virtue and religion, from 883 ſuggeſtion, that he 
is but one; and that his ſingle addition can make but 
very little Gees where ſuch vaſt numbers are oon. 
cerned, For this way of computation is deceitful, perni- 
cious, and unknown to the. beſt and wien men. : . 
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The prophet ©1ah complains, indeed, that be wide: 
left alone ; but char? reflection, however, did not deter 
bim from rebuking wickedneſs i in high man or from 
 atthering to the Lord with zeal and conſtancy *Tho': 
the preachings of Naab were not able to 7 
' the old world to turn it unto righteouſneſs; 5 . 

5 on whilſt the ark was preparing, and 
ſt, the conſolation of ſaving himſelf, and his whole 
ny, from periſhing by water. St. Paul was in a 
erble ſtorm and ſhipwreck, ſurrounded by che worſt 
of © company; yet were the. whole crew of failors,. ſol- 
diers and Ss gn given in ſafety to his ſingle prayers 
and piety. The hiſtory of Arabamt ſtipulation: for 
* WI | ConyJnce us, that there wanted but a few. 
f 14 . * 22 80 | j 4 units 
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e e es at nt whole region; and, to 
make this our own caſe, as all the millions theſe king- 
doms can reckon, muſt conſiſt but of ſo many ones, 
| Who knows how few. of theſe ones ma de wanting, in 


the ſcale of Gods mercy, to outweigh hi vengeance Þ | 


Let no man be offended, that I have taken the liberty 
(after the ſtile of the prophets). to lay the accuſation in 
general terms, and to i the crimes of the many, 
or of the majority, to the whole ſociety ! For after all 
that may be ſaid, I truſt there are ſtill ſeven, or rather 
ſeventy-times ſeven thouſand good chriſtians left in our 
ifrael, who haie not yet bowed the knee to Baol, And 
what is there that might not be hoped for from their 
pious endeayours, if all ſuch, in —4 ſeveral ſtations, 
would zealouſſj y erbat themſelves to fill up the precious 
3 and to multiply voices in 
" i peer ²˙ Hoy Banne-of, gras? 5 


Ot as ſmall importance as each fingle perſon may | 
look. to be in the mo 
is ther omen or of ſo poor end ba a Ll 


by or —— 
B. es them? The "nobility, try, 
12 — Iug influence almoſt irreſiſtible upon their 
tenants, dependants, and numerous houſhol And 
as forward as theſe are to imitate their ſaperiors in folly 
and vanity, they would think it a much more ſolid 
ineſs to follow them to the public worſhip gf 
; to attend chem in fun Leden and in | 


tions ; 
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tions; or to ſerve under them in works of charity; or | 
public improvements. For as much as human nature is 
corrupted, ſtill vice and immorality are ſelf. condemned, 

and under the perpetual laſhes both of judgment and 

conſcience. Men commonly loath the vicious courſes 
they are purſui uing, and are dragged into wickedneſs by. 
cuſtom, or company, /as:an ox to the flaughter, or a Fool 
to the correction of the ſtocks. +; How many thouſands are 
there who would be good if they dared; and who 
would rejoice in their to leave their aborhina- 

tions, and to become ſober, thrifty, and religious, had 
they but the happineſs of neighbours, maſters, or 
friends, to ſet them the ne exam e 73 Nau 
them in ere HE gien 1% e 


| e my N inflead of looking upon 

the bleſſed work of reformation as a thing deſperate and 
impracticable, let every one of us ſet about it imme- 
diately, as his particular duty, and his particular intereſt. 
For we ſhall find it of ahſolute and indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity, in whatſoever character or W we turn eber 
to view and examine it. | 


If » we would a our lo to chat beſt of pings, 
under whoſe juſt, gentle, only to adminiſtration theſe. 
kingdoms have been on fo long, and ſo aufpiciouſly govern- 
ed, let us remember, that his title, his honour and fecurit 
mult be eſtabliſhed i in righteouſneſs ; and that the beſt 
chriſtians always make the beſt ſubjects. If you conſider 
yourſelves as parents, manifeſt a rational fondneſs of your 
poſterity, by training them up in the principles, which 

will lead them to ſubſtantial . ; well aſſured as 
| you 
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you are, that the grace of God is the trueſt riches ; that 
virtue is a jewel ſolid and unperiſhable, and the beſt in- 
heritance which you can entail upon them. If the land 
of our nativity, the memory of our forefathers, the 
laws and conſtitutions of, our country ſo long en- 
joyed, and ſo juſtly boaſted of, have any weight and 
influence upon our hearts; let not all theſe turn to 
our reproach, by baſely periſhing in our hands; let 
them not be intercepted from our innocent children by 
our profaneneſs and impiety, our luxury and effeminacy. 


In a word, let me beſtech you by the mercies of 
God; by all the revolutions and wonderful deliverances 
which he has ſo often worked for us ; by every thing 
which can be dear and truly valuable in the fight of 
Engliſhmen, chriſtians, or reaſonable beings, that you in- 
ſtantly awake, and behold your danger; that you look 
well before you, and diſcern the things that belong 
unto your peace; that you repent immediately, and turn 
yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, that fo iniquity 


may not be your ruin, 


